Small Talk

Conversation A
(19 Visitors)

Simon Chang works at the Pacific Rim Cruises office at Canada Place in Vancouver.

Simon:

May I help you?

Alicia:

Yes, thank you. I’m Alicia Romero. From Sagebrush Tours, San Diego.

Simon:

Oh, right! You’re the photographer. It’s good to meet you.

Alicia:

That’s right. I’m the photographer.

Simon:

And you’re going to take pictures of the Alaska cruise for the brochure.

Alicia:

Yes ... and I’m going to take some pictures around Vancouver.

Simon:

Well, that’s great. Take a seat. I’m Simon Chang. I’m Mr. Dawson’s assistant.  We can talk about the brochure.

Conversation B

Simon:

Can I get you something to drink?

Alicia:

Uh, yes. Thanks.

Simon:

Would you like coffee, tea, or a cold drink?

Alicia:

I’d like tea, please.

Simon: 
With milk or lemon?


Alicia:

Lemon, please.

Simon:

Sugar?

Alicia:

No, thanks.

Simon:

OK. Just a minute. Excuse me. I’m going to make the tea. Here’s last year’s brochure. You can take a look while you’re waiting.

Conversation C
(23 Small Talk)

Alicia and Simon are making small talk or social conversation, before they discuss work.

Simon:

There we go. Two teas.

Alicia:

Which one’s mine?

Simon:

That one. The one without a spoon. There’s sugar in mine, but there’s no sugar in yours.

Alicia:

Thanks.

Simon:

Be careful, it’s hot!
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Conversation D

Simon:

Is this your first visit to Vancouver?

Alicia:

Yes, it is.

Simon:

What do you think of it?

Alicia:

It’s beautiful. Really beautiful.

Simon:

I agree, but then it’s my home town!

Alicia:

You’re very lucky.

Conversation E

Simon:

Where are you staying?

Alicia:

At the Columbia Towers. Do you know it?

Simon:

Yes, it’s on Granville Street. What’s it like?

Alicia:

It’s excellent.

Simon:

Good.

Conversation G

Simon:

How do you like the weather here?

Alicia:

It’s fine. Not too hot. San Diego’s pretty hot at this time of year. Anyhow, is it going to rain? I want dry weather for my pictures.

Simon:

We get a lot of rain in the fall (Autumn) and winter. December and January are the wettest months. But fortunately the weather forecast is OK for this week.

Alicia:

Great.


Topics for small talk.

· the city you’re in

· your journey

· the weather

· food and drink

· accommodation

Look at these replies to “What’s it like?”. 


Excellent 	Not very good 


Not too bad 	A long way from the center 


Very noisy 	Busy 


Full 	Fine





Talk about your town or city. Use these questions:


What’s the weather like?


Does it rain in spring / summer / Autumn / winter?


Which is the hottest / coldest / wettest / driest month?











